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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course analyzes the politics of selected states in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  Various bases of political cleavage and cooperation will be examined; ethnicity, language, social classes and ideology.  Cultural differences between Africa, Asia and Latin America will be identified and their political implications explored, as well as differences within geo-cultural areas. 

TEXTBOOKS: The reading assignments for this course are essential to your progress and success.  You are asked to purchase two texts entitled The Challenge of Third World Development 3rd Edition by Howard Handelman and The Other World, Issue and Politics of the Developing World by Weatherby et al.  The instructor understands that some of the readings may be both extensive and difficult to internalize.  So begin reading early, and do not skim or skip assignments.  Ask questions in class, or out of class as necessary.  I will be happy to be of assistance to you.

COURSE EXPLANATION: Culture & Politics in the Third World is an introductory course designed to familiarize students with various theories and perspectives that aid in understanding political and economic development in less developed countries.  This course does not require an in-depth understanding of modern history, geography, political philosophy or economics; however, some basic knowledge of these subjects is helpful.  This course is by nature interdisciplinary and we will utilize concepts and information from various disciplines including some of those mentioned above.  What is required is your attention, your time, your effort and a commitment to attend class regularly and submit your assignments in accordance with stipulated guidelines. 
Lectures will not be a mere rehearsal of that which you have already read.  Lectures will cover important points in the text providing greater depth and analysis.  Take time to draw attention to areas that are unclear to you.  Lecture time is meant to be 1 hr of intensive review.  It is also an opportunity for you to ask questions or to propose ideas which you think are important.  As a lecturer, my role is that of a guide.  After drawing your attention to important point, it is up to you to open your eyes and to internalize the material.
TESTS: There will be two semester exams.  Unit 1 test is worth 100 points and Unit 2 test is worth 150 points. The Unit 1 test will be _______________. The Unit 2 test will be ________________. There will be no bathroom breaks during the tests, unless there is a documented medical reason.
Unit 1 



100

Unit 2



150
Total points



250

Special Note: Failure to show up for either unit test will result in failure for the course! 

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY: Students are expected to be in class and on time each time it meets, since they are responsible for the material covered each day.  There will be a roll call.  Students who do not miss a single class will receive 5 points added to their final course grade.  Those who miss a class (for whatever reason) will not receive the 5 points.  The instructor will drop students who miss more than 20% of class (8+ absences from the class).  Students that leave prior to the end of class without the instructor’s permission will be considered absent.  Moreover, all students that are more than 5 minutes late, have cell phones or beepers ring in class, bring a spittoon to class, or bring any food other than a beverage to class will be subject to have 5 points taken off their course grade per occurrence, after the first warning. Student’s rights, excused absences, and code of conduct can be accessed at: http://kctcs.edu/student/code.htm
MakeUp Policy: Make-up work or tests will be allowed only for illness or death of an immediate family member.  Written proof will be required.  Please notify me by phone in advance of the test if possible.  Cheating or plagiarism will result in course failure!

Drop Policy: Students may drop the class until ___________________ to receive a grade of "W" without professor’s signature. The last day to withdraw with professor’s signature is __________________. Unless there is a valid medical reason or immediate family death, I will not approve a withdrawal. If anyone is caught forging the instructor’s signature on a withdraw slip, they will receive a failing grade, without exception.
Disability Policy: Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact a staff member in BCTC's Disability Support Services (DSS) office, 103 Oswald Building.  The DSS phone number is 246-6530.  Please do not request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor. 

Incomplete Policy: Incomplete grades will be given only in case of emergency or sickness.

WEATHER OR EMERGENCY CLOSING INFORMATION STATEMENT.

Inclement weather or other emergencies may cause BCTC classes to be cancelled or delayed.  If classes are delayed, you are to report to school at the announced time and attend the class where you would NORMALLY be at that time.  Information about cancelled or delayed classes will be posted on the BCTC website.  Many local radio and television stations will also carry announcements.  Instructors may send email messages and/or Blackboard announcements regarding assignments for a class that was cancelled.  Students are responsible for checking these sources for such messages.

SAP Statement

If you receive grants and/or loans to pay for this class, you should be aware that withdrawing from or failing this class may affect your future financial aid eligibility.  You should review the Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) policy for additional information.  Contact the Financial Aid Office for a copy of the SAP policy.  You are expected to attend class and have the required textbook(s) even though you have not received your financial aid or you may have an appeal in process.

COURSE OUTLINE:

I.
What is the First, Second and Third World?
What are some of the important characteristics of less developed countries and what are some of the social implications of being less developed?


Lecture:  The Origin of Modern Colonialism 

II.
Developing Economics in the International System

Historical Legacy

In this section we will explore the impact of colonialism and late development status on developing states.  What are some of the social and economic implications of colonialism?  Is under-development more prevalent in former colonies?  Has colonialism ended or can major powers continue to penetrate the economics of former colonies after independence is achieved?


Introduction to Economic Development

What is economic development?  Are there some interesting theories of underdevelopment in political science?  Yes!  We will explore three: modernization, world systems and dependency.


Pathways to Development

What are some of the important strategies states pursue to develop their countries economically?  How would a Marxist or a Liberal critique the various strategies reviewed?  Are there any limits to nay or all of the approaches?  Do you subscribe to any approach?  Why?

III.
Economic Development Consequences
Social Change in the Post-colonial World: Revolutionary Leaders

In this section we will examine a series of revolutionary ideas and ideologies that form the base of a number of developing countries?  Is there any reason why a state requires an ideology in order to develop economically?  Why has Marxism, Islam, Liberation Theology and the Critique of Authenticity become so important to the development approaches of many developing countries?  

Escaping the Poverty Trap

What are some of the causes of poverty in the Third World?  Who should be responsible for poverty?  Are the poor themselves to blame or are there political circumstances that prevent the lower classes from climbing up the income scale or procuring basic human needs?

Revolutions and Political Violence

Although the number of international wars has been on the decline throughout this century, the number of civil wars has greatly increased.  Part of the problem has to do with the tensions that economic development puts on the middle and lower income strata.  Why would there be any relationship between development, income, class and political violence?

Regimes, Authoritarianism and Democratization

Modernization theory argues that in order to develop politically, the state must develop politically.  Is there evidence to support a relationship between democratization and economic development?  How does one explain the authoritarianism in Latin American countries during the peak of economic growth and a return to civilian rule at one of the toughest periods in Latin American history?

IV. Development and Political Institutions

The Role of the State in Development
Interest Groups and other Domestic Actors
The Significance of the Military in Economic Development

External Actors and Development
Contemporary Issues and Problems

Politics of the International Debt Crisis and Beyond

General Education Competencies

Students should prepare for twenty-first century challenges by gaining:  

A.
Knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural worlds through study in the sciences and mathematics, social sciences, humanities, histories, languages, and the arts.

B.
Intellectual and practical skills, including 

•
inquiry and analysis

•
critical and creative thinking

•
written and oral communication

•
quantitative literacy

•
information literacy

•
teamwork and problem solving

C.
Personal and social responsibility, including 

•
civic knowledge and engagement (local and global)

•
intercultural knowledge and competence

•
ethical reasoning and action

•
foundations and skills for lifelong learning

D.
Integrative and applied learning, including synthesis and advanced accomplishment across general and specialized skills. 

(For Kentucky’s Statewide General Education Student Learning Outcomes mapped to the American Association of Colleges and Universities’ (AAC&U) Liberal Education for America’s Promise (LEAP) Essential Learning Outcomes.)

Student Learning Outcomes for Social and Behavioral Sciences POL 235: World Politics 

1.
Demonstrate knowledge of at least one area of the social and behavioral sciences. (General Education Competencies A and D)

•
Discuss major theories and paradigms important to studying international relations.

2.
Apply knowledge, theories, and research methods, including ethical conduct, to analyze problems pertinent to at least one area of the social and behavioral sciences. (General Education Competencies A, B, C and D)

•
Analyze the historical and theoretical bases of world affairs.

•
Probe the challenges to state power and sovereignty.

•
Examine the implications of international organization for conflict, cooperation, and change in world politics.

3.
Understand and demonstrate how at least one area of the social and behavioral sciences conceptualizes diversity and the ways it shapes human experience. (General Education Competencies A, B, C and D)

•
Recognize the advent of the developing world and its ethnic conflicts, regional integration, international norms, and the politics of environmental problems.

4.
Integrate knowledge of at least one area of the social and behavioral sciences into issues of personal or public importance. (General Education Competencies A, B, C and D)

•
Probe the challenges to state power and sovereignty.

•
Examine the implications of international organization for conflict, cooperation, and change in world politics.

5.
Communicate effectively using the language and terminology germane to at least one area of the social and behavioral sciences. (General Education Competencies A and D)

•
Discuss major theories and paradigms important to studying international relations.

•
Analyze the historical and theoretical bases of world affairs.

•
Recognize the advent of the developing world and its ethnic conflicts, regional integration, international norms, and the politics of environmental problems.


